Artwork: Gerardo, age 4

FALL 2015 | VOLUME 17 | ISSUE 2

Sydney and her family stayed with
Brent’s Place for the first 4 months of 2012 in
Denver while she was first receiving treatment to cure her
anaplastic astrocytoma brain tumor. While at Brent’s Place,
Sydney and her mom, Angie, enjoyed having their own space
to be together and let Sydney heal in addition to meeting
other families going though similar circumstances and making
lifelong friends. While facing some of hardest times of their
lives, Sydney and her family were able to continue to grow
together and make happy memories.
When Sydney returned home, she was able to get back to
the many activities she loves, including caring for her goats,
being involved in 4-H club and cheerleading. Furthermore, her
experience awakened a desire to give back. She now dedicates
much of her time looking for ways to not only give back to
Brent’s Place and other organizations in Denver but also places
in her hometown in Montana.

A year ago, Sydney created a gorgeous hand-stitched quilt and
auctioned it off to the highest bidder donating the winning bid
back to Brent’s Place. Sydney made this grand gesture for the
children that would come after her, not expecting that she might
need a Safe-Clean home once again.
Sadly, after three years in remission, Sydney’s cancer came back
this summer and they are now back in Denver for treatment. So
far, Sydney has done well with this round of chemo and radiation.
She will be finishing soon and heading back home for school.
They are grateful to have been able to stay at Brent’s Place for a
second time. Having the private space to heal and rest has been
very helpful in her recovery. Sydney continues to have some
issues with her balance and being tired, but more so she is excited
to get back to school, her friends, and especially driving which she
has recently been approved to do when she returns home!

Sydney and her brother Nathan
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At Brent’s Place, supporting the entire family is paramount to our comprehensive care approach.

Letter from Sean
Family is a word that means
something different to each
and every one of us. Depending
on your circumstances, family
could be a large group of
relatives spread across the
country, a small close knit
group that is never far away, or a mix of friends and
relatives that have come together throughout your life.
At Brent’s Place we are proud to be part of yet another type
of family. This family is a one-of-a-kind blend of patients,
caregivers, volunteers, donors and partners.
2015 has been a year filled with memorable moments
that make me appreciate this family even more. We have
seen the return of 35 families for our Kid’s Cure for Cancer
and family reunion weekend. I simply can’t express how
wonderful it is to see these families return to celebrate or
remember their loved one. We have seen several new
generous corporate partners join the family and invest
time and resources in support of Brent’s Place and our
programs. It is always humbling to see companies, church
groups, schools and service organizations come to Brent’s
Place with the singular goal of helping to brighten the
lives of others during difficult times. Finally, we have seen
numerous individuals and foundations step forward and
commit to help us grow to serve more families. It is a
tremendous honor to have so many community leaders
take an interest in our work and invest in our future.
We are excited to share more about our exciting growth
plans with you early next year. As you will see in the letter
from our Capital Campaign Chairs, Mike and Joe Joe, we
are looking to double our capacity and serve more than
200 patients and their families each year. We know that
in order to do this we will need to expand our extended
family of volunteers and donors. We are hard at work
strengthening relationships and creating additional avenues
for you to get involved. I hope you enjoy reading this
edition of the Star Report and learning more about what
the Brent’s Place family has been up to so far this year.
There is still plenty of time in the year to get involved if you
haven’t had a chance yet!

Thank you for all that you do to make
Brent’s Place special.

Holidays at Brent’s Place
“I just want to thank all of you for your wonderful
hospitality, love, support, and concern you gave
us during our 4 month stay at Brent’s Place
during the spring of 2011. It was such a perfect
place for Dianne’s long recovery from her stem
cell transplant. I have many warm memories of
our stay there. It was such a warm, cheerful, and
uplifting place to be, and I know it contributed to
a more rapid healing and recovery. So thank you
so much for all you did and continue to do for so
many facing a real cross roads in their lives!”
- Dianne’s family

family but when your child is sick and you are
away from home, it can seem overwhelming
to try and create a special memory or holiday
experience for your family. Thanks to many
Brent’s Place supporters, companies, families,
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Thank you to From The Hip Photo for providing such
beautiful photos of the Brent’s Place families and programs.

Ways you can
contribute to the
holidays at Brent’s Place

and groups, Brent’s Place is able to help provide

Sponsor a holiday meal

the many ingredients for a beautiful holiday.

(Both Thanksgiving and Christmas
dinners need sponsors)

Every family living at Brent’s Place over the

Host a toy drive

holidays is treated to a prepared Thanksgiving
dinner, Santa Claus visit, custom over-sized
stockings, Christmas meal and wish fulfillment.

Brent’s Place is a leader in bone marrow transplant and
long-term oncology housing and programming.
In addition to a Safe-Clean environment for the patient,
Brent’s Place provides a supportive and understanding
community, giving invaluable relief from the many physical,
emotional and financial burdens that families face.

Sincerely,

Sean Meyerhoffer
Executive Director

The holidays are an important time for any

Please contact us if you are interested in helping
support one of our many holiday programs.

Sign up to fulfill a gift
from the wish list
Holiday wish list fulfillment is a great
opportunity for a company or group
to support a specific family
this holiday season

Volunteer at a holiday event
Put together stockings
And more!

Go to
donate.brentsplace.org
/2015holidays
to help with the holidays
at Brent’s Place.

Volunteer Spotlight: The Durland/Brookman Family
It is clear that volunteering is an important priority
for the Durland and Brookman family. While one
of their family members was receiving treatment for cancer
himself, many others were there to provide extra help to
support the family. They feel he would not be alive today
had it not been for so many others who helped. So it is now
“extremely important to pay it forward somehow so that maybe
something we do will help save someone else.” Others in the
family explained that volunteering has been a way of life for
them since they were small children so it’s a natural thing for
them to do. “It’s just what we do,” Dee explains. “My parents
taught me to help whenever I could and so that is how it has
been... I think that because I was raised that way, it opened
the door to all the wonderful opportunities to pay it forward
and to feel good about it. To tell you how much our family
appreciates the opportunity to help others is just not possible.
It is important to us to make a difference, no matter how
small it may be, but to make that difference. We have been
through so much as a family and this helps us heal together.”

For the past three years, the Durland/Brookman
family has been invaluable in helping support
Brent’s Place. Most notably, they have chaired our
Kid’s for Cancer fun walk and transformed this 27-year-old
event. In the past two years, Kid’s Cure has become more
than just a fundraising walk. Through their leadership, it has
transformed into a family event of hope and significance
that is unparalleled in the Denver community. Furthermore,
with guidance from the Durland and Brookman family,
Kid’s Cure for Cancer has not only raised much needed
funds to support Brent’s Place, it has become a weekend
retreat for families battling illness, community sponsors and

individual supporters. We are so grateful for their vision
and humbled by their passion to make it happen.
How long has your family volunteered
at Brent’s Place? “Three years.”

Why do you all volunteer specifically at Brent’s Place?
“We can actually see where our efforts and fundraising
is spent... we worked for research for the first 10 years
and that is fine, but we just kept on working and working
and although I am sure it was worthwhile, you never
get the opportunity to meet the actual people you are
helping to see if you really do make a difference.”

What are one or two favorite of your memories from
Brent’s Place? “My granddaughter and I fixed dinner one
night for the families and it was a little guy’s 6th or 7th
birthday. We brought a cake and everyone sang to him...
he smiled so much and his mother was so appreciative of
that. Then at this year’s breakfast I sat with the grandparents
of a little kid under 2 years old going through treatment.
I listened to their story and was able to give them some
comfort even though the future looks pretty bleak. They
were so thankful for Brent’s Place. My son talks about the
families he has met with deep emotion because we know
what they are going through and how much they need
to hear the words of encouragement. Today I was talking
with a friend who helped this year at Kid’s Cure... she was
awed by how all the participants thanked her and told her
how awesome the event was. Now she is hooked too.”

To find out more about volunteer
opportunities, visit brentsplace.org

Capital Campaign to Expand Brent’s Place
Dear Friends of Brent’s Place
We are pleased to share with you that Brent’s Place is on the road to expansion to serve more families! After
more than two years of feasibility studies, hospital conversations and most recently full Board approval and
support, the Brent Eley Foundation Board of Directors has committed to an $8 Million Capital Campaign to
build Brent’s Place Too! This decision is in response to an urgent and growing need for expansion of Brent’s
Place’s Safe-Clean housing and uniquely tailored support programs for immune-compromised pediatric patients
coming to Denver for life-saving treatment. Currently, Brent’s Place is serving a mere 40% of the long-term
housing needs of qualified patients and hospitals confirm the demand will continue to grow annually.
The expansion plans of an additional 21-unit facility will be located adjacent to our current facility and will double
the capacity to serve more than 200 families annually. Most importantly, Brent’s Place Too will provide families
more time together in a home away from home filled with hope and healing when they need it most.
With the spirit of Brent and all of the courageous children that have graced Brent’s Place, we look forward to
working with you and the Brent’s Place community to reconnect with old colleagues and to meet new friends
who are invested in making a transformational impact in the way we talk about family-centered comprehensive
patient care. Together we can create a new Home for Hope and Healing – Brent’s Place Too.
Sincerely,

Joe Joe Chacko-Nair

Mike Evans

Capital Campaign Co-Chair &
Director Brent Eley Foundation

Capital Campaign Co-Chair &
Director Brent Eley Foundation

We Remember
Our most sincere condolences to the families of those
who have lost their loved ones. We keep these families
in our thoughts and our hearts. -Brent’s Place Staff
We will always remember
Alex Cabrera, Aria Crane, Phillip Enterline,
Abbigail Frierson, Deborah Hickey (not pictured),
Gayle Higgins (not pictured), Adam McKinley,
Carolyn Miller, Mark Neu,
Kathryn Oatney (not pictured),
Rex Olson,
Dianne Schiltz, Jamie Stout, Tina Wight,
and Glenda Wong (not pictured).

Walk of Hope
There is a space at Brent’s Place that carries the names
of many that have touched our hearts and the strength
of those that took important steps at Brent’s Place.
To dedicate your own brick in our Walk of Hope
please visit www.brentsplace.org/walkofhope

Corporate Highlight: Doctor Fix It

Brent’s Place 2015 Event Wrap-Up
Thank you to our amazing event supporters!

April 15, 2015

The 2015 event season began with our 8th Annual Dos Casas event hosted by Lola Restaurant in
the Denver LoHi neighborhood. Over 150 people experienced this one of a kind culinary event.
Every year the best chefs in Denver dedicate their time and talent to help support Brent’s Place.
The six course menu, complete with wine pairings, is unlike any other evening in Denver. We were
humbled and honored by the generosity of Lola and our guests. The evening raised more than
$56,000, a new record! Thank you to everyone at Lola and all the top Denver chefs who donated
their time to making Dos Casas another fabulous event!

July 25, 2015

Doctor Fix It has been a local, family owned, business since 1989. In the last 26
years they have set themselves apart as more than just a company with a vast
amount of experience in the heating, cooling, plumbing and electrical needs, but
a company that goes above and beyond for their clients. In the fall of 2014, they
reached out to Brent’s Place to build a partnership of support. At the very first
meeting in their office, Brent’s Place knew this was going to be an instrumental
relationship in our success.
For the past year, Doctor Fix It has provided their services at no cost to Brent’s
Place. The Doctor Fix It staff has provided over 100 hours of trained and skilled
labors to complete projects like housing maintenance, repair, and furniture
moving. Every piece of Doctor Fix It advertising publicizes their sponsorship which
helped introduce Brent’s Place to over 500,000 homes each month through their
monthly Valpak coupon. Truly, anything Brent’s Place needs, they are there! In
one particular moment of generosity, owner Megan Doser saw a Facebook post
about a need for a new crib for one of our kids getting out the hospital early.
Within two hours, she had purchased and had a new crib delivered to our door.
Little Elijah, who has been living at Brent’s Place for 402 days, was able to sleep in
his own brand new bed that first night out of the hospital!

This year, the 27th Annual Kid’s Cure was a day to remember!
The family fun walk combined fun-filled zones and fantastic
activities through the Anschutz Medical Campus and
concluded with an entertainment village at General’s Park.
Over 800 supporters came together to celebrate past
and present Brent’s Place families. Thanks to all of our
participants, volunteers and sponsors for helping raise more
than $100,000 for incoming Brent’s Place families. A special
thank you goes out to our presenting sponsor AutoNation,
whose efforts are still continuing, and to all our supporting
sponsors: Children’s Hospital, Sheridan Ross, Health
Connect Properties, Colorado State Bank and Trust, PLUS
Foundation, EMC Insurance, KOSI 101 and CU Health and
Wellness Center. We would also like to thank Matt Seebaum
and Walter White of Global DJ Academy for providing all the
music, and the Optimist Club of Monaco South and Optimist
Club of Tamarac for serving pancakes to 1,000 people!

The 16th Annual Brent’s Place Invitational continued our summer of successful events, raising over
$90,000! 128 golfers came out to support Brent’s Place at the beautiful Red Rocks Country Club.
Daniel, a past resident spoke for the third year in a row at the post-golf program. Thank you to
Red Rocks Country Club and all of our supporting sponsors: EKS&H, Bellco Credit Union,
Children’s Hospital Colorado and Colorado State Bank and Trust.

August 17, 2015

September 19, 2015

Corporate Social Responsibility begins with addressing the needs of a company
and pairing that with a good fit in the community. Brent’s Place is very lucky
to work with many incredible companies that have identified the need for their
employees, stakeholders, and clients to be a part of a business that gives back.

Once again this great adventure race mixed it up with a move to a new neighborhood. With
the addition of a brewery tour in the RiNo neighborhood this event has quickly become one of
Denver’s top activities. Participants loved getting to explore the neighborhood, conquer challenges,
taste the local brews and spend a gorgeous Saturday afternoon at The Matchbox while enjoying
lunch from Biju’s Little Curry Shop.

Program Partners are community
businesses or fellow nonprofits that
enable Brent’s Place to provide our
important programs of support.
Program Partners
D Bar Restaurant
Sleep Number
From the Hip Photo
Swallow Hill Music
Yoga for Kids
Blue Star Connection
These groups go above and beyond to
support the families at Brent’s Place and
incorporate a home of hope and healing
into their work place culture or
nonprofit mission.

Corporate Social Responsibility
Companies are actively engaged in

For Doctor Fix It, it was an easy decision to give back. According to their leadership
team “It is people that make our company successful, whether it is our clients,
employees or vendors the interactions that we have every day with people are
what make our business successful. We feel that we have a social and moral
obligation to give back to the community that gives so much to us. Everybody
wins from a company that supports the community in a socially responsible
manner.”

three important and distinct aspects of
giving; sponsorship, employee volunteer
engagement, and Brent’s Place event
participation. Their support spans across
multiple avenues of giving…
Time, Money, and Awareness.

As Brent’s Place looks towards growth and expansion, we can confidently begin
making steps forward thanks to support like Doctor Fix It. Their sponsorship and
volunteer service has been priceless in helping Brent’s Place accomplish our
mission of providing a home of hope and healing.

Corporate Social Responsibility
Partners
Doctor Fix It
Catamount Constructors, LLC
Boulder Creek Neighborhoods
First Western Trust
Playtime
Sheridan Ross
Motivity Solutions
Wells Fargo
Northwestern Mutual
Mercury Payment
Sheridan Ross

Join us for our final event of the year!

The 2015 Roadless Ride

Get your Company Involved!

Ride, Sponsor and Donate!
Register at www.roadlessride.org

Engage your employees,
add value to your company,
and support the families
at Brent’s Place.
Call 720-343-2800 to get started.

One Hour Spinning Classes Friday, October 9, 2015 from 6am-6pm at Greenwood Athletic and Tennis Club
Brent’s Place would like to extend a special thank you to all of our event committees who dedicate endless hours and talents to hosting successful events!
Without your support and dedication to the children and families who call Brent’s Place home, we would not be able to put on these phenomenal events
raising necessary funds and awareness to provide crucial Safe-Clean housing and support programs for families throughout the year!

Thanks to the generosity of donors, no family will ever receive a bill from Brent’s Place.

GENEROUS SUPPORT

Brent’s Place individual and family donors

A special thank you to our featured corporate partners that generously support
all the children and families that call Brent’s Place home.

CIRCLE OF STRENGTH

CIRCLE OF HOPE
AutoNation
Children’s Hospital Colorado
Cardel Homes
Omni Financial
Catamount Constructors, LLC
Doctor Fix It
EN Ventures
IGO Oil Field Services
Boulder Creek Neighborhoods

Brent’s Place Wish List
. HE Laundry Detergent
. Anti-microbial Shower Curtains
. Bleach
. Clorox Wipes
For more information about current needs and
how to contribute, please visit brentsplace.org
or our Amazon wish list at tinyurl.com/wish-bp

CIRCLE OF COURAGE
Colorado State Bank & Trust
Jorge Luxury Real Estate
National CineMedia
Liberty Global
Weitz

Bear Electric
Health Connect Properties
Sheridan Ross Charitable
CIRCLE OF HEALING
Mercury Payment Systems, LLC
Bellco Credit Union
Jackson National Life
Finn Real Estate
Insurance Company
EMC Insurance
IREM | Nelnet
PLUS Foundation
Commercial Flooring | EKS&H
Benjamin Franklin Plumbing
UnitedHealthcare | JF Williams
Division One Construction, Inc.

Thank you to everyone that donated to Brent’s Place in the past year.
For a full list of donors please visit the new brentsplace.org and click on the Fall Star Report.

Join Brent’s Legacy Society
to make a lasting impact on the future
of Brent’s Place families for years to come.
To learn more about a planned or estate gift
call Bridget Fitzpatrick at 720-343-2806
or email bfitzpatrick@brentsplace.org
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Brent’s Place
gives a big
THANK YOU
to all our
generous donors!
We couldn’t do
it without you!

Gifts in Honor Of

AIMCO Properties
Alpine Bank
Alpine Lumber Company
AutoNation Headquarters
Barton Investments LLC
Bellco Credit Union
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Blue Heron Elementary School
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C&M Properties LLC
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The Brent's Place mission is to
improve the quality of life for children
and families living with cancer
and other immunocompromising
conditions...one day at a time.
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Company & Community Supporters

HEALTHCARE
HOSPITALITY NETWORK

We are Social! Follow us
on Facebook and Twitter
to stay engaged with what’s
going on at Brent’s Place!

Facebook/BrentsPlaceDenver
Twitter.com/BrentsPlaceCO

Thank you to R. Garriott Art & Design
for helping us look our best!
design.rgarriott.com
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