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As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of Brent’s Place and the opening of 

our newest building, Tanner’s House, we warmly remember the families 

that started it all. From just a few apartments to now 38, Brent’s Place is 

able to create a home away from home for more than 200 families a year. 

We are humbled to look back on the many families we at Brent’s Place 

have served and the continued support received from a generous, caring :

community, including Sam’s family, featured below.

Sam’s Story: Then and Now

Introducing 20 Years of Home

Thank you to all who have helped Brent’s Place create 20 Years of Home.

Sam was just two years old when he came 
to Brent’s Place in 2007. He had been fighting for 

his health since being diagnosed with NEMO, a severe 

autoimmune disease, at five months old, but still had a 

long road ahead of him. When Sam and his family 

relocated to Denver from New Mexico for a stem cell 

transplant, they knew they needed a home away from 

home that could protect his health and keep the whole 

family together.

Brent’s Place was just the spot. During his five-month 

stay, Sam exuberantly embraced life in the midst of 

challenging circumstances. He raced trucks down snowy 

slides at the playground and played never-ending games 

of soccer with sta�. Big sister Casey reached some 

important milestones, too: she lost her first tooth and 

learned to ride a bike. Together they spent many happy 

hours chasing geese and watching their “pet” squirrel 

play outside their apartment window. When the day 

finally came to head home, no smile was wider than 

Sam’s when he saw fire trucks rolling down the street 

with lights and sirens to celebrate his discharge!

See page 2 for Sam today
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Sam’s Story: Then and Now (continued)

Sam and his siblings today:
L to R: Maddie, Sam, Casey, and Christian

Welcome to our new sta�!

In the 10 years since Sam stayed at Brent’s Place,
he has grown and so has his family. 
However, one thing remains the same: he’s still an 

amazing kid with a big heart, the kind of person who 

will always stand up for anyone getting picked on.

While they return to Colorado each year for Kid’s Cure 

and a vacation, the Dunbar family still lives in 

Albuquerque, where Sam is a 6th grader and Casey 

recently began her freshman year of high school. 

They have two more siblings today than they did in 

2007; Christian and Maddie have rounded out the 

Dunbar crew.

His early battle for health makes it especially incredible 

that Sam is the active and vivacious kid he is today. 

This year, he will train for cross-country, basketball, 

track & field and wrestling. His parents and siblings are equally 

athletic and all manage to find time to give back to the community, 

too. Sam’s mom continues to direct the annual Cross Country 

Courage Classic, a race benefiting pediatric oncology patients. 

Most importantly, each member of the family has used their 

experience with Sam’s illness to remember to enjoy every moment 

they have together.

Tanner Seebaum was a force to be reckoned with. 

Diagnosed with an aggressive brain tumor before reaching his second 

birthday, he displayed a rare degree of tenacity throughout his short 

but exceptionally full life. By age eight, Tanner had already bested two 

relapses and fought his way through endless rounds of treatment. 

But he didn’t simply survive; his unflinching passion for life allowed him 

to truly thrive – even when he was eventually told he had only a few 

months to live. 

When Tanner’s cancer returned for a third and final time at age 15, 

he refused to stop pursuing his dreams. Instead, he learned to drive, 

traveled with his beloved family and took a deep love for music and 

technology and transformed it into a successful DJ career. Tanner filled 

his last year with excitement as he booked gigs and performed across 

the country, inspiring countless people with his remarkable skill and 

fighting spirit. When Tanner passed away in 2013, he left behind a 

legacy of positivity and courage; Brent’s Place is proud to dedicate our 

new facility to his memory.

Tanner’s House at Brent’s Place

The completion of Tanner's House enabled Brent's Place 
to double the number of families served at our Aurora campus.
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Walk of Hope

Delaney Deverna

In December, we will dedicate new 
bricks for our Walk of Hope,
bearing the names of many who have 
touched our hearts and inspired us 
with their strength. If you have a 
loved one you want to honor or 
memorialize, customized bricks
are available for purchase at 
brentsplace.org/get-involved/give/
walk-of-hope. 

Your brick will be dedicated alongside 
past patients of Brent’s Place and you 
will be invited to our Open House for 
the dedication. 

Not pictured: Joseph “Joe” Cook, Sandra Huryta

We Will Always Remember

Blake Peterson

Our most sincere condolences to the families of those who 
have lost their loved ones. We keep these families in our 
thoughts and our hearts.

For more information about the Walk of Hope,
contact Annie Thompson at athompson@brentsplace.org

Program Highlight: Tutoring

Jaylene Vasquez

One of the main goals of the programs o�ered at Brent's 

Place is to help families maintain as much as possible a 

sense of continuity and balance in their lives during what 

is an incredibly uncertain, disorienting time. 
 

Schooling and education is one of the biggest 
aspects of "normal" life that is interrupted for 
kids during their 
time at Brent's 
Place. Patients are 

unable to attend school 

in person due to their 

compromised immune 

systems. Siblings are 

unable to attend during 

flu season because 

exposure to the germs 

that float around 

schools during that time 

poses too high of a risk 

to the patients at 

Brent's Place.  

 

This reality means that while staying at Brent's Place, our 

kids typically receive homebound schooling or enroll in 

an online school program. To help fill potential gaps, 

Brent's Place is working with a dedicated group of 

volunteers to develop and o�er consistent educational 

program opportunities for Brent's Place families. 

 

Our Tutoring Program provides a time that kids 

can come down to the library in Tanner's 

House to work on and receive help with their 

homework from 

volunteer tutors. 
Volunteers also lead fun 

educational activities, 

such as extracting DNA 

from strawberries!

Kids (and adults!) are 

already excited for next 

time, when some of our 

friends from the medical 

campus will be bringing 

over some actual 

plastinated human organs 

for our students to take a 

look at and learn about.  

 

We are hopeful that these e�orts will alleviate 

the educational challenges faced by Brent's 

Place families. We can't wait to see the ways this 

exciting new program continues to develop!

Jacoby (in green) shows o� the DNA he extracted from his strawberries.

20 Years of Home

This time of year, our hearts begin 
to turn toward home and family. 

Because these things hold a special place in our 
hearts, we know how important they are
to the families staying at Brent’s Place. For 20 
years, Brent’s Place has provided a home and
a place for families to be together through the 
most di�cult time of their lives. 

Thanks to our generous donors and volunteers, 
this year we are celebrating having provided a 
home away from home for more than 1,000 
families over the last two decades. This 
achievement would not be possible without 
those who have selflessly given of their time, 
talent, and treasure.

From now to the end of the year, 
Brent’s Place is hosting the 

20 Years of Home 
campaign to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the last
20 years and to highlight the 
importance of home for our 
families. Our goal is to raise 
$360,000, enough to under- 
write the cost of stays for 20 new families. 
We hope you will join us in this e�ort, as you 
have been so essential in getting us this far! 

Be on the lookout in your mailbox and inbox for 
opportunities to make a meaningful 
contribution in 2018 and beyond.
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buys a new movie
for the movie room

popcorn & snacks for a family movie night

a new sheet set for
a family stay at Brent’s Place

funds a family outing

                   provides 
one day of housing
for one family
at Brent’s Place

provides breakfast 1 day
for 17 resident families

covers one day of housing
& programs for one family

provides dinner 1 day
for 38 resident families

provides a welcome
package for a new family

underwrites a family’s
stay at Brent’s Place

$10 

$25

$50

$75

$150 

$250 

$500

$120

$750

$10,000+ 

Thank you for your gift to a Brent’s Place family!

What does
your gift buy?

sponsors a
child’s birthday

Participate in our 20 Years of Home campaign 
and plan a mini fundraiser with your coworkers, church 

group, or other organization to help us provide a home for 

20 new families!

Host a supply drive for linens and other 
supplies needed on our Amazon wish list!* 
Every new family to Brent’s Place receives a new set of bed 

sheets to minimize the spread of germs. This is our BIGGEST 
supply need right now. Sheet sets, comforters, and mattress 

pads, for queen-size, twin, and twin extra-long. Please help! 

We need it all!! Go to “In-Kind Donations and Supply Drives” 

under “Give” at brentsplace.org.

Host a gift card drive to help our families pay for 

everyday expenses.

Sponsor a holiday meal for a family

Host an outing drive and collect tickets/gift 

certificates to sporting events, restaurants and attractions 

for our families to go on an outing!

Adopt a family at Brent’s Place and go shopping for 

their gift wish list.

Adopt stockings for a family at Brent’s Place

Volunteer at our holiday boutique 
where families go shopping for each other

Host a gift drive and collect gifts for 

our holiday boutique

Holidays

The holidays are a special time of year at Brent’s Place where we go all out to help

our families feel at home. There are so many ways to get involved and give back 

during the holidays! Get into that giving spirit with your company, your family, your 

friends, or just yourself and help provide a happy memory for the families spending 

the holidays at Brent’s Place.

To organize a group fundraiser, or to make a monetary gift, 
contact Annie Thompson: athompson@brentsplace.org
For everything else contact Maggi Fitzpatrick: mfitzpatrick@brentsplace.org

at Brent’s Place

Did you know that a portion of your Amazon purchase can also help raise funds for 

Brent's Place? When placing your order, go to smile.amazon.com. Scroll down to 

"Search for your charitable organization" and enter Brent Eley Foundation. Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Brent's Place.
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Introducing the Brent’s Place Leadership Council

Formerly known as the Executive Leadership 
Committee (ELC), the new Brent’s Place 
Leadership Council (BPLC) is a community of 

energetic and enthusiastic emerging leaders working 

together to make a di�erence for families staying at Brent's 

Place. Coming from many professional backgrounds, they 

share a passion for supporting children and families living 

with cancer and other immune-compromising conditions.

This group includes some of Brent’s Place’s most dedicated 

volunteers. For several years, they have planned family parties 

every month for Brent’s Place families to enjoy food, games, 

camaraderie and a few hours away from the stress of their 

daily lives. As the ELC, this group hosted the fun and engaging 

Urban Navigator event that raised funds for Brent’s Place.

Over the last few months, this group has gone through a 

revamp and restructure and there is a new energy with Brent’s 

Place Leadership Council. We just hosted our kick-o� on 

October 5th at Brent’s Place where we gave tours of Tanner’s 

House and introduced interested young professionals to the 

exciting changes and opportunities with BPLC.

Thinking about getting involved? 
Here’s a few of the changes you’ll see with the new
and improved BPLC:

One centralized Executive Committee working 
together to coordinate all the activities of the BPLC

Activities and levels of involvement for every 
interest, schedule, and time commitment

New branding and logo

Centralized and coordinated communications

Ongoing year-round recruitment

New fundraising events and e�orts

More volunteer opportunities

One cohesive community of emerging leaders

There’s never been a better time to join BPLC! 
Check out our new Facebook page at facebook.com/brentsplacelc or email us at bplc@brentsplace.org

Thank you to our Executive Committee 
While the BPLC has seen some changes, the commitment of our core volunteer leaders has remained the same. 
This is a stellar group of leaders and we are excited to see what they will accomplish!

Zachary Kiefer - Leadership Co-Chair

Kaly Trupp - Leadership Co-Chair

Brianne Hovey - Volunteerism Chair

Lee Gelderman - Fundraising Co-Chair

Kerry Berlinger - Fundraising Co-Chair

Brittany McGarry - Membership Engagement Co-Chair

Nate Levy - Membership Engagement Co-Chair

Alyssa Strazza - Communications Chair

Join Us!

Volunteer Spotlight

Why did you decide to volunteer at Brent's Place?    

Z:  I connected with the mission of Brent’s Place and appreciate 

the various opportunities for volunteers to be involved both at 

events and directly in the program. Brent’s Place supports our 

community and, despite the serious challenges facing its 

residents, the time we spend with the families is always filled with 

positivity and enjoyment.
  
K:   My first experience with Brent's Place was volunteering for 

family meal night with my former company. The impact of the 

support system that Brent's Place provides on the families living 

there was immediately apparent and I wanted to support Brent’s 

Place in any way I could. 

What's your favorite memory at Brent's Place?

Z:  It is di�cult to pick a favorite but recently the Brent’s Place 

Leadership Council hosted a BBQ that featured an epic water 

balloon battle. Some mighty throwing arms are currently staying 

at Brent’s Place.

 
K:   I have so many wonderful memories at Brent's Place that it's 

hard to choose just one! Last year, the BPLC hosted a Holiday 

party for the families. It was one of our biggest turnouts and many 

of the kiddos came dressed in their Holiday best. Santa made an 

appearance and everyone got to take pictures with him. Getting 

to see the joy on the kids' faces and the family memories created 

was priceless.

How has volunteering at Brent’s Place impacted you?  

Z:   Volunteering for Brent’s Place has exposed me to many 

inspiring people. The Brent’s Place Leadership Council is filled 

with emerging leaders and young professionals in Denver 

committed to supporting the organization through volunteerism; 

the sta� embodies the values driving the implementation of the 

mission; and the families and children staying at Brent’s Place 

create this special community.

K:   Volunteering at Brent’s Place has had a huge impact on me. 

To see the joy these kids going through treatment are able to find 

and to witness the power of hope and community firsthand 

reminds you to focus on the important aspects of life and to 

surround yourself with those who love and support you. 

Thank you, Zach and Kaly, for going the extra mile for 
families at Brent’s Place. Your dedication and support
is greatly appreciated!

(From left to right) Zach, Gina, Brianne, Omar, and Kaly at the Field Day party in August..

Zach (back) and Omar showing o� their grilling skills!

Brent’s Place is proud to have who we humbly believe to be the best volunteers around.  All programs are supported 
by our volunteer base, from the meals served every week, to the recreation programs, fundraising events, and more. 
A particularly special group of volunteers that support families at Brent’s Place is the BPLC, or the Brent’s Place 
Leadership Council. Many of the members of the BPLC have stepped up to a leadership role in the re-format of this 
young professionals group.

Two volunteers in particular we would like to highlight are Zach Kiefer and Kaly Trupp. Zach and Kaly are the Leadership Co-Chairs of the 
Executive Committee of Brent's Place Leadership Council. The Executive Committee plans all the events and volunteering for BPLC, as well 
as manages communications and membership. Read on to hear some from Zach and Kaly about why they love being a part of Brent’s Place.

Zach
& Kaly
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Thank you to our Executive Committee 
While the BPLC has seen some changes, the commitment of our core volunteer leaders has remained the same. 
This is a stellar group of leaders and we are excited to see what they will accomplish!

Zachary Kiefer - Leadership Co-Chair

Kaly Trupp - Leadership Co-Chair

Brianne Hovey - Volunteerism Chair

Lee Gelderman - Fundraising Co-Chair

Kerry Berlinger - Fundraising Co-Chair

Brittany McGarry - Membership Engagement Co-Chair

Nate Levy - Membership Engagement Co-Chair

Alyssa Strazza - Communications Chair

Join Us!

Volunteer Spotlight

Why did you decide to volunteer at Brent's Place?    

Z:  I connected with the mission of Brent’s Place and appreciate 

the various opportunities for volunteers to be involved both at 

events and directly in the program. Brent’s Place supports our 

community and, despite the serious challenges facing its 

residents, the time we spend with the families is always filled with 

positivity and enjoyment.
  
K:   My first experience with Brent's Place was volunteering for 

family meal night with my former company. The impact of the 

support system that Brent's Place provides on the families living 

there was immediately apparent and I wanted to support Brent’s 

Place in any way I could. 

What's your favorite memory at Brent's Place?

Z:  It is di�cult to pick a favorite but recently the Brent’s Place 

Leadership Council hosted a BBQ that featured an epic water 

balloon battle. Some mighty throwing arms are currently staying 

at Brent’s Place.

 
K:   I have so many wonderful memories at Brent's Place that it's 

hard to choose just one! Last year, the BPLC hosted a Holiday 

party for the families. It was one of our biggest turnouts and many 

of the kiddos came dressed in their Holiday best. Santa made an 

appearance and everyone got to take pictures with him. Getting 

to see the joy on the kids' faces and the family memories created 

was priceless.

How has volunteering at Brent’s Place impacted you?  

Z:   Volunteering for Brent’s Place has exposed me to many 

inspiring people. The Brent’s Place Leadership Council is filled 

with emerging leaders and young professionals in Denver 

committed to supporting the organization through volunteerism; 

the sta� embodies the values driving the implementation of the 

mission; and the families and children staying at Brent’s Place 

create this special community.

K:   Volunteering at Brent’s Place has had a huge impact on me. 

To see the joy these kids going through treatment are able to find 

and to witness the power of hope and community firsthand 

reminds you to focus on the important aspects of life and to 

surround yourself with those who love and support you. 

Thank you, Zach and Kaly, for going the extra mile for 
families at Brent’s Place. Your dedication and support
is greatly appreciated!

(From left to right) Zach, Gina, Brianne, Omar, and Kaly at the Field Day party in August..

Zach (back) and Omar showing o� their grilling skills!

Brent’s Place is proud to have who we humbly believe to be the best volunteers around.  All programs are supported 
by our volunteer base, from the meals served every week, to the recreation programs, fundraising events, and more. 
A particularly special group of volunteers that support families at Brent’s Place is the BPLC, or the Brent’s Place 
Leadership Council. Many of the members of the BPLC have stepped up to a leadership role in the re-format of this 
young professionals group.

Two volunteers in particular we would like to highlight are Zach Kiefer and Kaly Trupp. Zach and Kaly are the Leadership Co-Chairs of the 
Executive Committee of Brent's Place Leadership Council. The Executive Committee plans all the events and volunteering for BPLC, as well 
as manages communications and membership. Read on to hear some from Zach and Kaly about why they love being a part of Brent’s Place.

Zach
& Kaly



2017 Event Round Up

300 family members gathered in Denver 
to celebrate another year with Brent's 
Place! We welcomed past and present 
families and enjoyed engaging with some 
we haven't seen in many years. It's great to 
see everyone strengthen old friendships 
and create new ones. 

DOS CASAS : April 19, 2017
Our 10th Annual Dos Casas event hosted by LOLA 

Restaurant featured 11 talented Denver chefs who 

treated guests to a 5-course dinner with wine 

pairings. We thank LOLA, the chefs, and our donors 

in helping us raise more than $45,000 to benefit 

Brent’s Place.

KID’S CURE : July 29, 2017
Brent’s Place celebrated the 29th Annual Kid’s Cure 

with more than 900 participants and 100 volunteers, 

all of whom helped us in raising more than $85,000! 

We are looking forward to the 30th Anniversary next 

year; be sure to join us for the fun!

GOLF INVITATIONAL : August 14, 2017
The 18th Annual Brent’s Place Invitational took

place once again at the beautiful Club at Pradera. 

150 golfers came out to support Brent’s Place and 

helped in raising more than $93,000! Of course, the 

day would not have been complete without Brent’s 

Place resident Elijah putting at the 13th hole!

ROADLESS RIDE : October 13, 2017
The 11th Annual Roadless Ride at the Greenwood 

Athletic and Tennis Club was another rousing 

success: over $100,000 was raised! A big “Thank 

You” to the 25 Century Riders who completed all 

12 hours of Spinning and the 300 other participants 

who rode to support Brent’s Place! 

FAMILY REUNION WEEKEND: July 2017

It’s not too early to think about sponsoring 
a Brent’s Place event for the coming year. 
With our new expansion of Tanner’s House, 
doubling our capacity, Brent’s Place’s
needs your help more than ever to provide 
housing and support to families of children 
with cancer and other immuno-compro-
mising conditions. 

Our annual events are a great way for 
companies to help out, and they can benefit 
your business as well, by providing 
community visibility, building employee 
morale and demonstrating company 
commitment to the community.

SPONSOR AN EVENT IN 2018

To sponsor or learn more about sponsorship opportunities, please contact 
Lauren Ellison, Development Associate lellison@brentsplace.org | 720.343.2815

Special Thanks to:

Program Partners

Get your Company Involved! 
Engage your employees, 
Add value to your company, and 
Support the families at Brent’s Place.
Call 720-343-2800 to get started.

Ability Specialist  |  Blue Star Connection  

Boy's Team Charity |  BraveHoods

Brave Young Hearts  |  Camp Wapiyapi 

Caruso Family Charities  |  Corvette Toy Run

Corvettes Conquer Cancer - West

D Bar Denver  |  DoubleTree Hotel  

From The Hip Photo  |  Gail Nussbaum 

HopeKids  |  Kaps for Kids 

Katie Adamson Conservation Fund

Kyle Wood Foundation

LOLA Coastal Mexican  |  Lupita's Restaurant

Maggie Barteczka  |  MDT Technical

Melina Watchter Foundation

Mimi's Café  |  National Charity League

Rae Sandler Simon

Rocky Mountain Children's Health Foundation

Snooze  |  Soul Day Foundation  

Swallow Hill Music  |  Team Select 

There with Care   |  Zane's Parade Foundation

Thank you to our Corporate Social Responsibility Partners

Corporate Social Responsibility Partners are companies that partner with Brent’s Place at all three levels of support, 
providing employee volunteers, special event  participation, and financial sponsorship. These are companies that go 
above and beyond to across multiple avenues of giving: Time, Money, and Awareness.

Family Support Partners provide critical sustaining support 
every month for the children and families at Brent’s Place.  

Become a Family Support Partner!

Giving monthly allows you to easily give more over time 
than you could with a one-time gift

It helps us keep up with the increasing costs of serving twice 
the number of families

It provides a consistent monthly revenue stream, giving us 
greater confidence in our ability to grow

You can turn a cup of co�ee or a dinner out into programs 
and services that help children and families with cancer! 

Ways you can contribute as a Family Support Partner:

Go to brentsplace.org/donate to set up your monthly donation

Thank you to those who have already signed up this year:  

Michael Clayton  |  Margi Clute  |  Sylvia De Jong-Simpson  |  Dominic Dezzutti  |  Ryan Edwards

Rick Ellis  |  Tara Friedman  |  Brittany McGarry  |  Jessica Mueller   |  Christopher Olson 

Elizabeth Pistentis  |  Geri Richmond  |  Mary Lou Sorenson  |  Jennifer Spampinato

Gina Tincher   |  Samantha Velarde  

Program Partners are foundations or businesses that
provide ongoing support of a Brent’s Place program. 
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11980 East 16th Ave
Aurora, CO 80010

Facebook/BrentsPlaceDenver

Twitter.com/BrentsPlaceCO

SUPPLY DONATIONS: contact Allen Browning at abrowning@brentsplace.org
for questions or to coordinate a time for drop-o�.

Holiday Wish List
A generous gift!
   Go to: brentsplace.org/donate

Linens! Queen size, twin,
           and twin extra long

Gift cards to grocery stories,
   gas stations, etc.

Tickets and gift certificates
  for family outings

Bath towels

Hand sanitizer
 
Cleaning supplies

and help us provide a home for 20 new families!

Our campaign goal is $360,000 by December 31, 2017. 

Have a jeans day, a  competition with your family, 

co-workers or group, or a mini fundraiser – make it fun! 

We’ll provide you all the materials you need, and the 

group that raises the most money will be recognized on 

social media and in our January newsletter! 

Contact: Annie Thompson athompson@brentsplace.org.

Participate in our
20 Years of Home Campaign

The Brent's Place mission is to
improve the quality of life for children

and families living with cancer
and other immunocompromising

conditions...one day at a time.


